
Stephen Zack, the current president of the American Bar Association, 
and the first Hispanic-American to hold that office, understands perhaps 
better than anyone the importance of an educated and fully engaged 
citizenry to the preservation of liberty and the rule of law. At the age of 
14, he fled with his family from the tyranny of Castro’s Cuba, leaving 
virtually everything behind.  “The loss of liberty is not theoretical,” he 
said recently. “When you have to leave your home, it’s real.” 

Upon becoming president of the ABA in October of 2010, he announced 
four initiatives for his presidential term, one of which was “the need 
for increased civic education in our schools and for all Americans.” To 
that end he formed The Commission on Civic Education in the Nation’s

Schools, with retired U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor acting as a commission 
advisor. Their concern about the state of civic education in the United States—a concern shared by 
leaders and educators across the nation— is the result of a number of recent studies indicating, in 
the words of Justice O’Connor,“ a very disturbing lack of basic knowledge of our system of govern-
ment and how and why citizens must be engaged.” 

In early May of this year, the 2010 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) civics 
assessment, a part of what is often referred to as the “Nation’s Report Card,” was released to the 
public. The third such assessment in the past twelve years, it is designed to measure how well 
fourth, eighth, and twelfth graders are learning the “knowledge and skills of democratic citizenship 
and government.” The results of this assessment, like those of its two predecessors, were less than 
encouraging. According to the report, 73% of fourth graders, 78% of eighth graders, and 76% of 
twelfth graders performed below the Proficient level for their respective grades. Only 2% of fourth 
graders, 1% of eighth graders, and 4% of twelfth graders performed at the Advanced level. 

Equally disturbing were the results of a study released earlier this year by the Thomas B. Ford-
ham Institute, a Washington, D.C. based educational think tank. This study ranked 49 of the 50 
states, along with the District of Columbia, on their standards for the teaching of U.S. history. Nine 
states received a grade of A- or B. Twenty-eight states received a grade of D or F. South Carolina 
was the only state to receive an A. Virginia received a grade of C, a rather disappointing grade for 
the state that is often referred to as the “Mother of Presidents.” 
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u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s 

Nathaniel Beaman IV

Summer Social
Thursday, July 28, 2011
Willcox & Savage, P.C.

440 Monticello Avenue, Suite 2200

Luncheon 
Thursday, September 22, 2011, 11:45 AM 

Hits at the Park, Harbor Park 
Speaker:  Brian T. Goldstein, Esq. 

 

Arbitrating Disputes 
3 CLE Credits 

Thursday, September 22, 2011, 1:30 - 4:30 PM 
 

Social Networking: Opportunities and Risks 
2 CLE Ethics Credits

Wednesday, September 28, 2011, 1:00 - 3:00 PM 

Luncheon 
Thursday, October 20, 2011, 11:45 AM 

Speaker:  Norfolk City Manager Marcus Jones
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SMITH PLUMBING SERVICES
 All Plumbing Repairs • Sewer & Drains 

  Fixture Replacement • Water Heaters • Backflow Testing
Bath & Kitchen Remodeling • 24 Hr Emergency Service

Quality Professional Service At Affordable Prices

Cell: 757-409-5491         Owner: Bobby Smith  

7.5 x 4.75 / bar association

When your clients have 
questions about philanthropic 
bequests...have the answers 

at your fingertips.
Become an instant expert... 

with our free, informative, and inspiring booklet. 
Order your copy (or copies) today.

bequests@hamptonroadscf.org

101 W. Main Street u  Suite 4500 u  Norfolk, VA 23510 u  (757) 622-7951 u  www.leaveabequest.org
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(President’s Message continued)

Other studies and surveys in recent years have shown similar results. For example a 2003 
report by the Campaign for the Civic Mission of Schools, a coalition of organizations that 
includes the American Bar Association, found that students are “less interested in public or 
political issues than were previous generations, and they exhibit gaps in their knowledge of 
fundamental democratic principles and processes.” 

If, as these assessments and studies seem to indicate, civic education is not receiving the 
attention it deserves and the younger generation is not being adequately prepared for the 
responsibilities of citizenship, then I think the question we have to ask is this: What is the 
proper role of the Bar in the education of our citizens, and in particular the younger members 
of our society, to ensure that they will have the knowledge and skills necessary to fully, and 
intelligently, participate in our democratic system of government? 

I think there are at least two ways in which we, as members of the Bar, can play a sig-
nificant role: 

First, we should encourage our state and local leaders to fully support a rigorous and com-
prehensive program of instruction in civic education for all students, beginning in the earliest 
grades and extending through high school. A review of Virginia’s Standards of Learning for 
history and social science indicates that the Commonwealth is committed to such a compre-
hensive and rigorous program. There has of course been much debate in recent years about 
the Standards of Learning, as to both content and methodology, and whether other approaches 
to teaching might be more effective. There are compelling arguments on both sides of this issue 
and the debate will no doubt continue. But regardless of the teaching methodology ultimately 
chosen, our students must come away from the experience with a thorough understanding of 
our system of government and the rights and obligations of citizenship. 

Second, we must be willing to volunteer our time and talent and become active participants 
in the educational process. By virtue of our training and professional experiences, we are in 
a unique position to provide students with real insight into how our system of government 
actually works and the important role that the rule of law plays in the preservation of our 
liberty. There currently exist a number of excellent programs in which members of the Bar 
are making a real difference. 

One such program is the Virginia Bar Association’s Rule of Law Project. The goal of this 
program is to “inspire middle school students to become active and engaged citizens.” Local 
bar associations match volunteer lawyers and judges with teachers to lead classroom discus-
sions about the rule of law. Another program is the Virginia Rules program, established by the 
Attorney General’s Office, and implemented in Norfolk with the assistance of the Office of the 
Norfolk Commonwealth’s Attorney. The goal of this program is to educate teenagers about the 
laws in Virginia through lesson plans on a variety of subjects. Additionally, the Norfolk and 
Portsmouth Bar Association sponsors a Mock Trial program in which thirty or so members of 
the NPBA teach basic trial skills to students from the Norfolk Public School system. Students 
meet weekly with volunteer lawyers, who instruct them in the various aspects of trial practice, 
culminating in mock trials pitting the prosecution team from one school against the defense 
team from another school. 

The Rule of Law Project, the Virginia Rules program, and the NPBA Mock Trial program 
are but three examples of the way in which members of the Bar are making significant con-
tributions toward the goal of producing educated and responsible citizens. These and similar 
programs deserve our strong support.  

To be sure, our democracy is not in danger of imminent demise; we have to be careful 
not to overstate the problem. But if Jefferson was right that freedom and liberty require an 
educated citizenry, then these recent educational assessments should serve as a warning that 
there is serious work to be done. We might do well to remember the words of another lawyer, 
Marcus Tullius Cicero, spoken some two thousand years ago: “What greater or better gift can 
we offer the republic than to teach and instruct our youth?”
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NPBA Members Who Participated 
in Virginia Rules 

John Bredehoft
Sherri Carr

John Coggeshall
Darius Davenport

Brian Ellis
Andrew Fox

Patrick Garry
Todd Gaynor

Arlene Klinedinst
Dave Lannetti
Jay Lassiter
Clare Lora

Leslee Nicholas
Steve Owen

Michele Peters
Jim Pickrell
Cara Purvis
Peter Reeves

Greg Underwood
Rachel VanHorn

Dan Warman
Cher Wynkoop

No, it’s not the state’s new motto; Virginia 
is still for lovers. But, if Norfolk Common-
wealth’s Attorney Greg Underwood has his 
way, we will all fall in love with Virginia 
Rules.

Virginia Rules is an educational pro-
gram established by the Virginia Attorney 
General’s Office and implemented in Nor-
folk with the guidance of the Norfolk Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s Office.  The goal 
of the program, through 19 lesson plans, 
is to teach teenagers the laws of the Com-
monwealth, focusing on how they apply to 
their everyday lives.  Educators, parents, 
and teens themselves can use Virginia 
Rules to learn about everything from how a 
courtroom operates to gang violence.  The 
lessons are designed to be user friendly for 
people from all walks of life.

Introduction to Laws in Virginia is the 
lesson more than 1300 8th grade students 
at various Norfolk schools learned  June 
6-15, thanks to the experts – nearly 3 dozen 
local criminal justice and public safety pro-
fessionals, many of whom are NPBA mem-
bers.  Each participating prosecutor, public 
defender, private attorney, city attorney, 
police officer, sheriff’s deputy, and represen-
tatives with the Community Services Board 
and Norfolk Detention Home taught the 
lesson by using a PowerPoint presentation 
and sharing on-the-job experiences.  

Underwood strongly believes citizen 
involvement is an integral part of criminal 
prosecution.  “Often our work is dependent 
upon on people coming forward and pro-
viding information about what they saw or 
heard,” said Underwood. 

The Office’s high volume caseload is 
what led Underwood in partnership with 
Norfolk’s Juvenile Justice Collaborative 
to accept a $14,000 grant from the E.C. 
Wareheim Foundation.  The grant funds a 
part-time employee to organize and over-
see the execution of opportunities for the 
teaching of the many lessons of Virginia 

Debraca Arrington 

M. Andy Boran
Taylor & Walker, P.C.  

Brian A. Boys
Oast & Hook, P.C.  

Joyvan L. Malbon
Bullock & Cooper, P.C. 

Betty Russo  

Mark Slaughter
Willcox & Savage, P.C.

Welcome NeW members

  

Virginia rules

Rules in Norfolk.  “Since criminal prosecu-
tion keeps us more than busy and is our 
state law responsibility, having another 
professional help us carry out this impor-
tant community work is certainly a benefit 
to the City,” Underwood said.  

If you are interested in teaching Vir-
ginia Rules, contact the Juvenile Justice 
Collaborative and Virginia Rules Coordina-
tor, Sharon Jaroncyzk, via email at sharon.
jaronczyk@djj.virginia.gov.  To learn more 
about Virginia Rules, visit http://www.vir-
giniarules.com.

CLE
seasoN TickeT early!

NPBA CLE Season Tickets are now on sale, 
and the start of the new line-up of CLE 
programs is right around the corner.  So, 
hurry up and buy your CLE Season Ticket 
now before you miss out on any of the 
many quality programs. The CLE Season 
Ticket is an unbeatable value that grants 
you admission to any and all NPBA CLE 
offerings until April 30, 2012 (excluding 
the Bench/Bar Conference).  The cost of 
just three individual CLE programs can 
easily surpass the low $200 cost of the 
CLE Season Ticket, and you still wouldn’t 
have enough credits to fulfill your annual 
CLE credits requirement. But with the 
CLE Season Ticket, you can easily fulfill 
your annual requirement and even build 
up plenty of extra credits to carry over to 
next year.  Where else are you going to get 
interactive CLE programs presented by 
knowledgeable local practitioners, judges 
and other experts covering many relevant 
topics and issues for one affordable all-
inclusive price?  Sign-up for your NPBA 
Season Ticket Today!

Mediation as an
Alternative to Litgation 

2 CLE Credits (Ethics) 
Wednesday, October 12, 2011 

 
Government Contracts 

3 CLE Credits 
Thursday, October 13, 2011 

 
Medical Malpractice 

3 CLE Credits 
Wednesday, October 19, 2011

Family Law 
3 CLE Credits 

Monday, October 24, 2011 
 

Contract Terms
in the Courtroom 

3 CLE Credits 
Wednesday, October 26, 2011

GeT your
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Gold $500-$999
Donna K. Bausch

Kaufman & Canoles, P.C.
Pender & Coward, P.C. 

Vandeventer Black, L.L.P.
Williams Mullen

Willcox & Savage, P.C.
Young Lawyers Section of N.P.B.A.

Silver $250-$499
Alan D. Albert

Breit Drescher Imprevento & Walker, P.C.
Christi Cassel & Bryan C.R. Skeen

Lambert & Lambert, P.L.C.
Honorable Joseph P. Massey

John T. Midgett
Roussos, Lassiter, Glanzer & Marcus, P.L.C.

Taylor & Walker, P.C.
James R. Theuer

Wilks, Alper & Harwood, P.C.

Bronze $100-$249
S. Beryl Adler

Sarah L. Allgeier
Woody Anderson

Honorable Michelle J. Atkins
Bangel, Bangel & Bangel, L.L.P.

Kelly M. Barnhart
Stanley G. Barr
Harold E. Bell

Bertini, O’Donnell & Hammer, P.C.
Bruce T. Bishop

Honorable Hal J. Bonney, Jr.
John W. Bonney
James M. Boyd

William D. Breit
Stephen J. Burgess

David A. Buzard
F. Sullivan Callahan

Paul K. Campsen
Febronia Christ

Christie, Kantor, Griffin,
Smith, Shepherd & Chiusano, P.C.

John A. Coggeshall
Mary G. Commander
Connor & Price, P.C.

John M. Cooper
Andrew P. Corcoran, Jr.

Timothy A. Coyle
Terry H. Davis, Jr.

John L. Deal
Jeremiah A. Denton, III

Vicki H. Devine
Marie A. Finch

John R. Fletcher
Anthony M. Gantous

Harold Gavaris
B. Cullen Gibson

O.L. Gilbert
Richard S. Glasser

Richard S. Glasser Family Foundation
Guidance Law Firm, P.C.

Edward F. Halloran
Honorable Marc Jacobson

Barry Kantor
Aaron Kass 
Ray W. King

Montgomery Knight, Jr.
Carl C. La Mondue
Herbert W. Laine

David and Kamala Lannetti
Honorable Joseph A. Leafe

T. Preston Lloyd, Jr.
Honorable Everett A. Martin, Jr.

Howard W. Martin, Jr.
Vincent J. Mastracco, Jr.

Honorable James S. Mathews
David M. McCormick
Thomas F. McPhaul
James A. Metcalfe
Daniel J. Miller

Honorable Douglas E. Miller
William H. Monroe, Jr.

Susan G. Moritz
Sherri L. Nelson
John E. Pappas

Mark D. Perreault
Amy G. Pesesky

Phillips & Peters, PLLC
Pierce & Thornton, P.L.L.C.

Anita O. Poston
Honorable William T. Prince

Ralph Rabinowitz
Harriet T. and Allan S. Reynolds, Jr. 

Martha Rollins
John M. Ryan
Kelly St. Clair

Stanley L. Samuels
Toy D. Savage

John S. Shannon

norFoLk Law Library Friends  •  2010-2011
Donations received between July 1, 2010 & June 16, 2011

  library lines
Norfolk Law Library staff:
Donna Bausch, J.D., M.S.L.S., Law Librarian, dbausch@norfolklawlibrary.org
David Knight, M.S.L.S., Assistant Law Librarian, dknight@norfolklawlibrary.org

Contact Norfolk Law Library at 622-2910 • www.norfolklawlibrary.org

Richard N. Shapiro
Winthrop A. Short

Conrad M. Shumadine
Robert McL. Smith, III

Jennifer T. Stanton
Honorable F. Bradford Stillman

Stephen E. Story
Honorable Norman A. Thomas

Tinkham & McLemore, P.C.
Jeanne T. Ullian
Guilford D. Ware
Weinberg & Stein

Michael S. Weisberg
Wm. Adam White

Marshall A. Winslow, Jr. 
Peter G. Zemanian

Additional contributors
Ellen C. Carlson
Delphine Carnes

Douglass W. Dewing
Linda Laibstain
Charles Oates

C. Edward Russell, Jr.
Palmer S. Rutherford

Honorable Leonard B. Sachs
Albert C. Selkin

Honorable Louis A. Sherman
Robert P. Stenzhorn
Jeffrey L. Stredler

Chalres E. Vogan, Jr.
Mark F. Williams

Be a Friend!
Make a Tax Deductible Contribution to 

Norfolk Law Library this year!

Judge Skeppstrom’s Portrait Presentation

  

JIM LEWIS
and his firm welcome forming a co-counsel relationship

with you for serious injury, wrongful death and malpractice cases.

460-7776
Shapiro, Cooper, Lewis & Appleton, P.C.

“All We Do Is Injury Law”

At the 2011 Annual Meeting of the 
Norfolk Portsmouth Bar Association, 
the Norfolk Portsmouth Bar Association 
Foundation awarded scholarships to two 
local students. Brooks Mears, a student 
at Nansemond-Suffolk Academy was 
awarded a $2,500 scholarship and Kevin 
Radford of Maury High School won a $1,000 
scholarship. Both Brooks and Kevin will be 
attending the University of Virginia next 
year.  For those of you who attended the 
meeting you had a chance to meet Brooks 
and his parents and heard of his impressive 
accomplishments.  Kevin was unable to 
attend, as he was on the mound for Maury 
trying to win the Eastern Region High 
School Championship and advance to the 
Virginia state tournament.

We are pleased to announce that we 
had twenty-three entries in this year’s 
contest, which is a record number for the 
Foundation. The students entering the 
contest came from all over South Hamp-
ton Roads.  

This year’s judges were Retired Judge 

NPBA FouNdAtioN News
By Robert V. Timms, Jr. • President, NPBA Foundation

Richard S. Bray of the Court of Appeals
 of Virginia, Judge 
Jerrauld C. Jones, of 
the Norfolk Circuit 
Court and Judge 
John W. Brown of the 
Chesapeake Circuit 
Court.  We would like 
to thank them again 
for all of their hard
work in making this year’s contest a suc-
cess.  

The Foundation needs your help to con-
tinue our support of programs like the one 
listed above.  In addition to giving annually 
to the Foundation, I urge you to consider 
becoming a Fellow of the Foundation. The 
Fellows initiative is divided among various 
levels of giving. Each level requires a spe-
cific pledge that may be satisfied in annual 
payments. Also, the Foundation established 
a permanent endowment fund with the 
Hampton Roads Community Foundation 
(“HRCF”).  You can now make a donation to 
the HRCF and designate the Foundation as 

the beneficiary of the gift, or remember the 
Foundation as part of your estate plan.  The 
income from the corpus of the gifts made to 
the HRCF will be used by the Foundation 
to support and expand its programs.  

For more information on how you can 
be part of the Foundation, please con-
tact Robert V. Timms, Jr. at 486-7055 or 
rtimms@inmanstrickler.com.
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COURT NEWS
The Mandatory District Court Judges 
Conference is scheduled for August 8-9, 
2011. The Norfolk Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court will have one 
court available for arraignments and emer-
gency cases only on these dates. 

The Honorable Michelle J. Atkins has been 
elected Chief Judge of the Norfolk Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations District Court for 
a two-year term effective July 1, 2011.

  

Bob Timms
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annuaL dinner

May 25, 2011

Message froM the young lawyers section
By Joshua E. Baker, Chair

The 2011-2012 NPBA YLS calendar is 
already filling up with a number of exciting 
opportunities for young lawyers to become 
more involved with the Bar and our com-
munity.  At the time of this writing, the 
June 23, 2011 Golf Tournament at Bide-A-
Wee Golf Course is still in front of us and all 
indications are that we are set for another 
excellent turnout from both golfers and 
sponsors, all of whom will be recognized in 
my next column.  A strong showing at the 
golf tournament allows the YLS to support 
Norfolk Law Library and to provide the YLS 
and the full Bar with a number of social 
events throughout the year.

To that end, we would like to invite the 
entire Bar to join us for the Summer Social 
on Thursday, July 28, 2011, at Willcox & 
Savage.  This event is open to the entire 
Bar and offers a great opportunity to see 
friends and colleagues during the sum-
mer while we are on sabbatical from our 
monthly luncheons.

We have also begun to plan a number of 
YLS sponsored Happy Hours for the com-
ing year, which are open to the full Bar.

Other events in the 
near future include 
the annual Tides 
outing, the Fall Re-
ception, and the 
next installment of 
our award-winning 
Breakfast with the 
Bench series.

On June 17th, Bonnie P. Lane accepted 
a Certificate of Achievement for the YLS’s 
Breakfast with the Bench program, pre-
sented by the Virginia State Bar Conference 
of Local Bar Associations.  The Breakfast 
with the Bench program is entering its 
eighth year and continues to bring together 
new and experienced lawyers with jurists 
from all of our local courts for an informal 
discussion of issues of interest to lawyers 
beginning their careers. Please watch up-
coming Bar Bulletins and your email for 
the next Breakfast with the Bench.

The YLS remains committed to pro-
viding opportunities for young lawyers 
to give back to the community.  We are 
working with the local charity, ForKids, 

to schedule a number of events through-
out the coming year to support them in 
their mission to help homeless families 
improve their situations.  ForKids offers a 
number of programs that provide housing, 
educational assistance and other resources 
to homeless families in our community – 
all with a focus on the children in those 
families.  The Committee is excited to begin 
its relationship with ForKids and to offer 
opportunities to the Bar at-large to become 
involved in their work.

Lastly, I would like to thank Wes Simon 
and my other recent predecessors with 
whom I have served for their efforts in 
building the YLS into what it is today. I am 
grateful to our energetic and generous YLS 
steering committee members for their past 
and future contributions to the Bar and look 
forward to working with them this coming 
year. I welcome and encourage anyone 
interested in joining the YLS committee to 
please contact me at jeb@emdomain.com.  

We look forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming events!

  Josh Baker
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(Announcements continued)

Immigration Law Group

Arthur Serratelli, Chair

Mara S. Mijal

Trey R. Kelleter  

Contact:
757-446-8697

aserratelli@vanblk.com
mmijal@vanblk.com

tkelleter@vanblk.com

101 W. Main Street, Suite 500

Norfolk, VA 23510

707 East Main Street, Suite 1700

Richmond, VA  23219

Our Immigration Law Group regularly
handles the full range of immigration services
– from visas and green cards to citizenship
and deportation defense in immigration court. 

We understand the immigration consequences
of criminal convictions. In addition to providing
consultation services, we welcome referrals
and co-counsel relationships.

• Criminal Consequences
• Deportation Defense
• Visas
• Green Cards
• Citizenship

IMMIGRAT IONIMMIGRAT ION

use planning and permits, and traditional 
urban developments. He represents owners 
and developers in the acquisition of land 
development, leasing and financing of nu-
merous shopping centers and multifamily 
housing projects, as well as hotels and tra-
ditional neighborhoods. Gordon is a fellow 
of the Virginia Law Foundation, the Ameri-
can Bar Foundation and the American Col-
lege of Real Estate Lawyers. He is a member 
of the Virginia Bar Association, NPBA and 
is a past chairman of the Virginia State Bar 
Real Property Section Board of Governors. 
He is listed in the Best Lawyers in America 
and Virginia Business magazine’s “Legal 
Elite.” He’s been named a “Super Lawyer” 
for Real Estate by Virginia Super Lawyers 
magazine. His community and civic orga-
nization involvements include ForKids, 
Norfolk Sports Club and its scholarship 
foundation, the Virginia Arts Festival and 
the TOWN Foundation. Gordon received a 
law degree from the University of Virginia 
School of Law. He also earned a bachelor of 
arts degree in economics from U.Va.

  

OFFICE SPACE
Office space available immediately for law-
yer with existing practice or new practice
* Adjacent to personal injury office (with 

potential for referrals))
*  Separate entrance and reception area
*  Alarm system, utilities
*  Ample parking
*  Copier and internet access with the 

use of a phone system and conference 
room

*  Located in the heart of Kempsville 
–convenient to courts, retail & restau-
rants

Schafer Law Group/Contact us at 490-
7500.

  
 

OFFICE SHARE
Professional Office share opportunity avail-
able with established law firm with a real 
estate/business transaction/estate planning 
practice in the sought after Ghent area of 
Norfolk.  Office share includes choice of 
one or two private office(s) and use of 
conference room, kitchen and lobby area.  

Terms: $750.00 per month for single office 
or $1,100.00 per month for both offices.  
For more information contact Michael B. 
Hamar, 622-2008; mike@hamarlaw.com 
or http://www.hamarlaw.com.  Michael 
B. Hamar, P.C., is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, religion, sex, marital 
status, national origin, age, sexual orienta-
tion, or disability.

  

ASSISTANT CITy ATTORNEy
CITy OF SuFFOLk

Position advises City Council, Depart-
ments, and boards and commissions on 
various legal matters.  Must be an active 
member of the Virginia State Bar in good 
standing and have at least 2 years experi-
ence in litigation or municipal law.  To 
view full job description and to apply, visit 
www.suffolk.va.us or call 514-4110. Sal-
ary:  $57-877 - $110,398 DOQ.  Open until 
filled.  EOE 

  

CLASSIFIED ADS
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Thursday, September 22, 2011
Hits at The Park, Harbor Park

11:45 AM

Brian Taylor Goldstein
Entertainment Law and

. . . Entertainment!

septeMber luncheon Meeting

For this season’s opening production, 
renowned entertainment lawyer Brian Taylor 
Goldstein will expound upon the joys and 
tribulations of representing performing 
artists. And to demonstrate beautifully why 
it’s worth all the drama, we will be joined by 
a Virginia Opera rising star, to give us the 
briefest taste of the performing arts. 

Brian is a partner in the law firm of FTM 

Arts Law, the entertainment division of the 
law firm of Fettmann, Tolchin and Majors, 
P.C., and is also the Managing Director of 
the arts management and consulting firm 
of FTM International.  With offices in both 
Washington, DC and New York City, Brian’s 
work concentrates on providing legal,  
consultation, and management services 
to clients in the fields of entertainment 
and the arts—including the performing 
arts, music, television, motion pictures, 
the fine arts, publishing, graphic design, 
and non-profit arts related organizations.  
His clients include renowned artists, 
performers, and authors; nationally and 
internationally distinguished companies 
in the fields of opera, dance, and theater; 
regional and off-Broadway theater compa-
nies; award-winning producers and direc-
tors; top-selling recording artists; award 
winning documentary and feature-length 
film makers; regional and national present-
ers and venues; and critically acclaimed 

fine-artists and designers.  He serves as 
general counsel for many nationally and 
internationally-based artist management 
companies and agencies, as well as Legal 
Affairs Advisor to NAPAMA (North Ameri-
can Performing Arts Managers and Agents), 
U.S. Legal Advisor to IAMA (International 
Artist Managers Association), U.S. Legal 
Advisor to the Association of British Or-
chestras (ABO), and legal advisor to the 
National Performing Arts Visa Task Force 
and the American Arts Alliance.  FTM Arts 
Law is the recipient of the 2010 Yates Award 
for Outstanding Arts Advocacy from the As-
sociation of Performing Arts Presenters. 

Following Brian’s remarks, a Virginia 
Opera “diva of the future” will close the 
program with a sparkling glimpse of the 
artist’s magic.  We look forward to seeing 
everyone on September 22, 2011 at our 
first luncheon of the season!

  

Nusbaum PreseNTed 2011 NPba eGGlesToN/i’aNsoN aWard

Robert C. Nusbaum was recently hon-
ored with the Eggleston–I’Anson Profes-
sionalism Award by the Norfolk & Ports-
mouth Bar Association.  The Eggleston–
I’Anson Award recognizes an attorney who 
has epitomized the highest standards of 
personal and professional quality, reputa-
tion and conduct throughout their career, 
and is the Association’s highest honor.

Before the 2004 merger of Williams 
Mullen and Hofheimer Nusbaum, P.C., Mr. 
Nusbaum was an attorney at Hofheimer 
Nusbaum, P.C. for 56 years. Mr. Nusbaum 
has been regularly named a “Super Lawyer” 
by Virginia Super Lawyers magazine and 
a member of the “Legal Elite” by Virginia 
Business magazine, and he is one of a select 
few (only 0.1 percent) to be listed in five 
or more categories in The Best Lawyers in 
America.  Nusbaum is a permanent mem-
ber of the Judicial Conference of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, a 
fellow of the American Bar Association and 
the Virginia Law Foundation and a former 
fellow of the American College of Trust 
& Estate Counsel. He is a member of the 
American College of Real Estate Lawyers 
and the U.S. Tax Court. 

Mr. Nusbaum’s civic activities include 
eight years on the board of directors and ex-
ecutive committee of Norfolk International 
Terminals; 11 years as a trustee of Virginia 
Wesleyan College; years of service on vari-
ous boards of Sentara Health Systems and 
its predecessors; five years on the board of 
directors of the Virginia State Library, now 
called the Library of Virginia, including 
one year as Chairman; and as an officer and 
director of the Tidewater American Red 
Cross, the Norfolk Forum, and the Virginia 
Symphony; and more recently, the Founda-
tion for the Howard and Georgeanna Jones 
Institute for Reproductive Medicine, includ-
ing several years as Chairman of the Board, 
and the Diabetes Institutes Foundation.  

Always committed to building a for-
ward-thinking community, in the late 
1950s, he publicly fought against Virginia’s 

“Massive Resistance” to the integration of 
Norfolk public schools, in the 1960s, he 
organized The Aid Fund, a public charity 
to provide scholarships to talented African-
American students who were integrating 
Virginia colleges and graduate schools, 
in the 1970s and 1980s, he founded and 
led Virginians Organized for Informed 
Community Expression to support the 
then-controversial creation of the Jones 
Institute for Reproductive Medicine, and 
in the 1990s and 2000s, he conceived and 
facilitated the founding of the Center for 
the Study of Religious Freedom at Virginia 
Wesleyan College.  In recognition of these 
efforts, Mr. Nusbaum was named First Citi-
zen of Norfolk by the Cosmopolitan Club in 
1996, received the second Barron F. Black 
Community Builder Award from the Nor-
folk Foundation in 2008 and in 2009 was 
named the Colgate W. Darden, Jr. Scouter 
Citizen of the Year by the Tidewater Coun-
cil of the Boy Scouts of America. 

Mr. Nusbaum received his law degree 
from the University of Virginia School of 
Law in 1948 and is the recipient of an hon-
orary doctor of laws degree from Virginia 
Wesleyan College.

Robert C. Nusbaum

firM announceMents

Ann Sullivan, a partner of Crenshaw, Ware 
& Martin, PLC, joined Heritage Bank’s Nor-
folk Advisory Board. Sullivan, who focuses 
her practice in the areas of employment 
law and civil litigation, represents employ-
ers as well as employees, arguing cases in 
both state and federal courts. A graduate 
of the College of William and Mary and the 
Marshall-Wythe School of Law, Sullivan is a 
past president of the Norfolk Sunrise Rotary 
Club and past-chair, Norfolk Public Library 
Board of Trustees.

Hampton Roads Association of Legal 
Administrator’s Chapter which has about 
40 active members representing law firms, 
corporate legal departments and government 
agencies throughout the Tidewater region 
announces new officers: President, Rob 
H. Sadler of Hofheimer/Ferrebee, P.C.; 
President-Elect, Linda Pyatt Merrick of 
McKenry, Dancigers, Dawson & Lake; Vice 
President, Shirley Beacham of Crenshaw, 
Ware & Martin, PLC; Treasurer, Pamela 
S. Deming of the Virginia Beach City 
Attorney’s Office; Secretary, Susie Bacon 
of Jones, Blechman, Woltz & Kelly, P.C. 
and Past President, Kim Pici of Inman & 
Strickler, P.L.C.

Adam H. Lotkin has joined Rutter Mills. 
Lotkin worked for 10 years at Norris, St. 
Clair & Lotkin as a civil litigator. He is 
a graduate of Lafayette College and of 
Howard University School of Law, where 
he served as an associate managing editor 
of the law review. He is authorized to prac-
tice in Virginia, California and the District 
of Columbia. Lotkin is a member of the 
NPBA, Virginia Beach Bar Association and 
Virginia Trial Lawyers Association. He 
practices all disciplines of trial work and 
represents the rights of injured individuals 
in personal injury cases. Lotkin received 
the Super Lawyer Rising Star award by 
his peers four times including 2007, 2008, 
2010 and 2011.

Vandeventer Black LLP is pleased to an-
nounce that Edward J. Powers has been 
elected to the Board of Directors for the 
Maritime Law Association (MLA) of the 
United States. Its membership includes 
over 2,000 lawyers, judges and non-lawyers 
in the maritime industry. The objective of 
the Association is to advance reforms in the 
Maritime Law of the United States, facilitate 

justice in its administration, to promote 
uniformity in its enactment and interpreta-
tion, to furnish a forum for the discussion 
and consideration of problems affecting 
the Maritime Law and its administration, 
to participate as a constituent member of 
the Comite Maritime International and as 
an affiliated organization of the American 
Bar Association. Acting in conjunction with 
other organizations, the mission is to bring 
about a greater harmony in the shipping 
laws, regulations and practices of different 
nations. Vandeventer Black attorneys have 
had a rich history with the MLA Board 
going back to Floyd Hughes (1918-1923), 
Braden Vandeventer, Sr. (1935-1936), 
Hugh Meredith (1967-1970), Braden 
Vandeventer, Jr. (1976-1979), Mort Clark 
(1984-1987),William Birkhead (1994-
1997), Geoff Birkhead (1999-2002), John 
Ryan (2005-2008), and now Powers for 
the 2011-2013 term. Ed concentrates his 
practice in maritime and general litigation 
matters.  His maritime practice focuses 
on the representation of ship owners and 
their underwriters, including both domes-
tic and international insurance companies 
and P & I Clubs.

Vandeventer Black LLP is pleased to an-
nounce that Michael L. Sterling, has been 
accepted into the American Arbitration 
Association’s (AAA) Panel of Mediators. AAA 
provides services to individuals and orga-
nizations who wish to resolve conflicts out 
of court. Additional AAA services include 
the design and development of alterna-
tive dispute resolution (ADR) systems for 
corporations, unions, government agen-
cies, law firms, and the courts. Mike is the 
chair of the firm’s Practice Management 
Committee and former chair of the firm’s 
Construction and Public Contracts depart-
ment. He concentrates his law practice in 
construction, public contracts and local 
government matters, as well as arbitration 
and mediation. His construction practice 
has ranged from the resolution of complex 
disputes involving the construction of co-
generation power plants and commercial 
buildings to residential development proj-
ects. Mike has been recognized by Virginia 
Business Magazine as one of Virginia’s 
Legal Elite in the areas of Construction 
law, Alternative Dispute Resolution, a Vir-
ginia Super Lawyer and as a Best Lawyer 
in Hampton Roads, Construction.

Mark E. Slaughter has joined Willcox & 
Savage as a partner in its Corporate, Securi-
ties and Finance Group, and will practice in 
the firm’s Virginia Beach office. Mark was 
formerly a partner with Troutman Sanders. 
Mark provides legal services to numerous 
Hampton Roads corporations, partnerships, 
limited liability companies and closely 
held businesses. He advises management 
in the areas of mergers, acquisitions and 
divestitures; business entity structuring 
considerations; stock sales and asset sales; 
tax planning and tax controversies; com-
mercial leases; employment contracts and 
other agreements and commercial real 
estate matters. Mark represents a large 
banking institution and its subsidiaries in 
many commercial aspects of its business, 
including multimillion dollar acquisitions 
of insurance, real estate mortgage, title, 
and property management companies 
through mergers, joint ventures and 
reorganizations. Mark also assists family 
owned and closely held businesses with 
their day-to-day business matters from 
formation through the various stages of 
their development, including selling the 
business to third parties or transferring 
it to the next family generation. Mark has 
been recognized in the Best Lawyers in 
America in the area of mergers and acqui-
sitions law, and has been acknowledged 
as one of Virginia’s Legal Elite by Virginia 
Business magazine in the area of business 
law. Mark has been selected as a Leader in 
the Law by Virginia Lawyers Weekly and 
was recently selected to serve as chairman 
of the Board of Governors of the Virginia 
State Bar Business Law Section. Mark is 
currently Chairman of the Virginia Beach 
Bar Association Foundation and an active 
member of the Central Business District 
Association Board of Directors. He is a 
past President of the Virginia Beach Bar 
Association. Mark received his LL.M. and 
J.D. from the College of William and Mary, 
and a B.A. from Duke University.

Howard E. Gordon, a partner at Williams 
Mullen in its real estate section, is the re-
cipient of the 2011 Traver Scholar Award, 
which honors those who embody the high-
est ideals and expertise in the practice of 
real estate law. Gordon’s practice is focused 
on commercial and multifamily real estate, 
commercial leases, ground leases, land 
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Thursday, September 22, 2011
Hits at The Park, Harbor Park

11:45 AM

Brian Taylor Goldstein
Entertainment Law and

. . . Entertainment!

septeMber luncheon Meeting

For this season’s opening production, 
renowned entertainment lawyer Brian Taylor 
Goldstein will expound upon the joys and 
tribulations of representing performing 
artists. And to demonstrate beautifully why 
it’s worth all the drama, we will be joined by 
a Virginia Opera rising star, to give us the 
briefest taste of the performing arts. 

Brian is a partner in the law firm of FTM 

Arts Law, the entertainment division of the 
law firm of Fettmann, Tolchin and Majors, 
P.C., and is also the Managing Director of 
the arts management and consulting firm 
of FTM International.  With offices in both 
Washington, DC and New York City, Brian’s 
work concentrates on providing legal,  
consultation, and management services 
to clients in the fields of entertainment 
and the arts—including the performing 
arts, music, television, motion pictures, 
the fine arts, publishing, graphic design, 
and non-profit arts related organizations.  
His clients include renowned artists, 
performers, and authors; nationally and 
internationally distinguished companies 
in the fields of opera, dance, and theater; 
regional and off-Broadway theater compa-
nies; award-winning producers and direc-
tors; top-selling recording artists; award 
winning documentary and feature-length 
film makers; regional and national present-
ers and venues; and critically acclaimed 

fine-artists and designers.  He serves as 
general counsel for many nationally and 
internationally-based artist management 
companies and agencies, as well as Legal 
Affairs Advisor to NAPAMA (North Ameri-
can Performing Arts Managers and Agents), 
U.S. Legal Advisor to IAMA (International 
Artist Managers Association), U.S. Legal 
Advisor to the Association of British Or-
chestras (ABO), and legal advisor to the 
National Performing Arts Visa Task Force 
and the American Arts Alliance.  FTM Arts 
Law is the recipient of the 2010 Yates Award 
for Outstanding Arts Advocacy from the As-
sociation of Performing Arts Presenters. 

Following Brian’s remarks, a Virginia 
Opera “diva of the future” will close the 
program with a sparkling glimpse of the 
artist’s magic.  We look forward to seeing 
everyone on September 22, 2011 at our 
first luncheon of the season!

  

Nusbaum PreseNTed 2011 NPba eGGlesToN/i’aNsoN aWard

Robert C. Nusbaum was recently hon-
ored with the Eggleston–I’Anson Profes-
sionalism Award by the Norfolk & Ports-
mouth Bar Association.  The Eggleston–
I’Anson Award recognizes an attorney who 
has epitomized the highest standards of 
personal and professional quality, reputa-
tion and conduct throughout their career, 
and is the Association’s highest honor.

Before the 2004 merger of Williams 
Mullen and Hofheimer Nusbaum, P.C., Mr. 
Nusbaum was an attorney at Hofheimer 
Nusbaum, P.C. for 56 years. Mr. Nusbaum 
has been regularly named a “Super Lawyer” 
by Virginia Super Lawyers magazine and 
a member of the “Legal Elite” by Virginia 
Business magazine, and he is one of a select 
few (only 0.1 percent) to be listed in five 
or more categories in The Best Lawyers in 
America.  Nusbaum is a permanent mem-
ber of the Judicial Conference of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, a 
fellow of the American Bar Association and 
the Virginia Law Foundation and a former 
fellow of the American College of Trust 
& Estate Counsel. He is a member of the 
American College of Real Estate Lawyers 
and the U.S. Tax Court. 

Mr. Nusbaum’s civic activities include 
eight years on the board of directors and ex-
ecutive committee of Norfolk International 
Terminals; 11 years as a trustee of Virginia 
Wesleyan College; years of service on vari-
ous boards of Sentara Health Systems and 
its predecessors; five years on the board of 
directors of the Virginia State Library, now 
called the Library of Virginia, including 
one year as Chairman; and as an officer and 
director of the Tidewater American Red 
Cross, the Norfolk Forum, and the Virginia 
Symphony; and more recently, the Founda-
tion for the Howard and Georgeanna Jones 
Institute for Reproductive Medicine, includ-
ing several years as Chairman of the Board, 
and the Diabetes Institutes Foundation.  

Always committed to building a for-
ward-thinking community, in the late 
1950s, he publicly fought against Virginia’s 

“Massive Resistance” to the integration of 
Norfolk public schools, in the 1960s, he 
organized The Aid Fund, a public charity 
to provide scholarships to talented African-
American students who were integrating 
Virginia colleges and graduate schools, 
in the 1970s and 1980s, he founded and 
led Virginians Organized for Informed 
Community Expression to support the 
then-controversial creation of the Jones 
Institute for Reproductive Medicine, and 
in the 1990s and 2000s, he conceived and 
facilitated the founding of the Center for 
the Study of Religious Freedom at Virginia 
Wesleyan College.  In recognition of these 
efforts, Mr. Nusbaum was named First Citi-
zen of Norfolk by the Cosmopolitan Club in 
1996, received the second Barron F. Black 
Community Builder Award from the Nor-
folk Foundation in 2008 and in 2009 was 
named the Colgate W. Darden, Jr. Scouter 
Citizen of the Year by the Tidewater Coun-
cil of the Boy Scouts of America. 

Mr. Nusbaum received his law degree 
from the University of Virginia School of 
Law in 1948 and is the recipient of an hon-
orary doctor of laws degree from Virginia 
Wesleyan College

Robert C. Nusbaum

firM announceMents

Ann Sullivan, a partner of Crenshaw, Ware 
& Martin, PLC, joined Heritage Bank’s Nor-
folk Advisory Board. Sullivan, who focuses 
her practice in the areas of employment 
law and civil litigation, represents employ-
ers as well as employees, arguing cases in 
both state and federal courts. A graduate 
of the College of William and Mary and the 
Marshall-Wythe School of Law, Sullivan is a 
past president of the Norfolk Sunrise Rotary 
Club and past-chair, Norfolk Public Library 
Board of Trustees.

Hampton Roads Association of Legal 
Administrator’s Chapter which has about 
40 active members representing law firms, 
corporate legal departments and government 
agencies throughout the Tidewater region 
announces new officers: President, Rob 
H. Sadler of Hofheimer/Ferrebee, P.C.; 
President-Elect, Linda Pyatt Merrick of 
McKenry, Dancigers, Dawson & Lake; Vice 
President, Shirley Beacham of Crenshaw, 
Ware & Martin, PLC; Treasurer, Pamela 
S. Deming of the Virginia Beach City 
Attorney’s Office; Secretary, Susie Bacon 
of Jones, Blechman, Woltz & Kelly, P.C. 
and Past President, Kim Pici of Inman & 
Strickler, P.L.C.

Adam H. Lotkin has joined Rutter Mills. 
Lotkin worked for 10 years at Norris, St. 
Clair & Lotkin as a civil litigator. He is 
a graduate of Lafayette College and of 
Howard University School of Law, where 
he served as an associate managing editor 
of the law review. He is authorized to prac-
tice in Virginia, California and the District 
of Columbia. Lotkin is a member of the 
NPBA, Virginia Beach Bar Association and 
Virginia Trial Lawyers Association. He 
practices all disciplines of trial work and 
represents the rights of injured individuals 
in personal injury cases. Lotkin received 
the Super Lawyer Rising Star award by 
his peers four times including 2007, 2008, 
2010 and 2011.

Vandeventer Black LLP is pleased to an-
nounce that Edward J. Powers has been 
elected to the Board of Directors for the 
Maritime Law Association (MLA) of the 
United States. Its membership includes 
over 2,000 lawyers, judges and non-lawyers 
in the maritime industry. The objective of 
the Association is to advance reforms in the 
Maritime Law of the United States, facilitate 

justice in its administration, to promote 
uniformity in its enactment and interpreta-
tion, to furnish a forum for the discussion 
and consideration of problems affecting 
the Maritime Law and its administration, 
to participate as a constituent member of 
the Comite Maritime International and as 
an affiliated organization of the American 
Bar Association. Acting in conjunction with 
other organizations, the mission is to bring 
about a greater harmony in the shipping 
laws, regulations and practices of different 
nations. Vandeventer Black attorneys have 
had a rich history with the MLA Board 
going back to Floyd Hughes (1918-1923), 
Braden Vandeventer, Sr. (1935-1936), 
Hugh Meredith (1967-1970), Braden 
Vandeventer, Jr. (1976-1979), Mort Clark 
(1984-1987),William Birkhead (1994-
1997), Geoff Birkhead (1999-2002), John 
Ryan (2005-2008), and now Powers for 
the 2011-2013 term. Ed concentrates his 
practice in maritime and general litigation 
matters.  His maritime practice focuses 
on the representation of ship owners and 
their underwriters, including both domes-
tic and international insurance companies 
and P & I Clubs.

Vandeventer Black LLP is pleased to an-
nounce that Michael L. Sterling, has been 
accepted into the American Arbitration 
Association’s (AAA) Panel of Mediators. AAA 
provides services to individuals and orga-
nizations who wish to resolve conflicts out 
of court. Additional AAA services include 
the design and development of alterna-
tive dispute resolution (ADR) systems for 
corporations, unions, government agen-
cies, law firms, and the courts. Mike is the 
chair of the firm’s Practice Management 
Committee and former chair of the firm’s 
Construction and Public Contracts depart-
ment. He concentrates his law practice in 
construction, public contracts and local 
government matters, as well as arbitration 
and mediation. His construction practice 
has ranged from the resolution of complex 
disputes involving the construction of co-
generation power plants and commercial 
buildings to residential development proj-
ects. Mike has been recognized by Virginia 
Business Magazine as one of Virginia’s 
Legal Elite in the areas of Construction 
law, Alternative Dispute Resolution, a Vir-
ginia Super Lawyer and as a Best Lawyer 
in Hampton Roads, Construction.

Mark E. Slaughter has joined Willcox & 
Savage as a partner in its Corporate, Securi-
ties and Finance Group, and will practice in 
the firm’s Virginia Beach office. Mark was 
formerly a partner with Troutman Sanders. 
Mark provides legal services to numerous 
Hampton Roads corporations, partnerships, 
limited liability companies and closely 
held businesses. He advises management 
in the areas of mergers, acquisitions and 
divestitures; business entity structuring 
considerations; stock sales and asset sales; 
tax planning and tax controversies; com-
mercial leases; employment contracts and 
other agreements and commercial real 
estate matters. Mark represents a large 
banking institution and its subsidiaries in 
many commercial aspects of its business, 
including multimillion dollar acquisitions 
of insurance, real estate mortgage, title, 
and property management companies 
through mergers, joint ventures and 
reorganizations. Mark also assists family 
owned and closely held businesses with 
their day-to-day business matters from 
formation through the various stages of 
their development, including selling the 
business to third parties or transferring 
it to the next family generation. Mark has 
been recognized in the Best Lawyers in 
America in the area of mergers and acqui-
sitions law, and has been acknowledged 
as one of Virginia’s Legal Elite by Virginia 
Business magazine in the area of business 
law. Mark has been selected as a Leader in 
the Law by Virginia Lawyers Weekly and 
was recently selected to serve as chairman 
of the Board of Governors of the Virginia 
State Bar Business Law Section. Mark is 
currently Chairman of the Virginia Beach 
Bar Association Foundation and an active 
member of the Central Business District 
Association Board of Directors. He is a 
past President of the Virginia Beach Bar 
Association. Mark received his LL.M. and 
J.D. from the College of William and Mary, 
and a B.A. from Duke University.

Howard E. Gordon, a partner at Williams 
Mullen in its real estate section, is the re-
cipient of the 2011 Traver Scholar Award, 
which honors those who embody the high-
est ideals and expertise in the practice of 
real estate law. Gordon’s practice is focused 
on commercial and multifamily real estate, 
commercial leases, ground leases, land 
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annuaL dinner

May 25, 2011

Message froM the young lawyers section
By Joshua E. Baker, Chair

The 2011-2012 NPBA YLS calendar is 
already filling up with a number of exciting 
opportunities for young lawyers to become 
more involved with the Bar and our com-
munity.  At the time of this writing, the 
June 23, 2011 Golf Tournament at Bide-A-
Wee Golf Course is still in front of us and all 
indications are that we are set for another 
excellent turnout from both golfers and 
sponsors, all of whom will be recognized in 
my next column.  A strong showing at the 
golf tournament allows the YLS to support 
Norfolk Law Library and to provide the YLS 
and the full Bar with a number of social 
events throughout the year.

To that end, we would like to invite the 
entire Bar to join us for the Summer Social 
on Thursday, July 28, 2011, at Willcox & 
Savage.  This event is open to the entire 
Bar and offers a great opportunity to see 
friends and colleagues during the sum-
mer while we are on sabbatical from our 
monthly luncheons.

We have also begun to plan a number of 
YLS sponsored Happy Hours for the com-
ing year, which are open to the full Bar.

Other events in the 
near future include 
the annual Tides 
outing, the Fall Re-
ception, and the 
next installment of 
our award-winning 
Breakfast with the 
Bench series.

On June 17th, Bonnie P. Lane accepted 
a Certificate of Achievement for the YLS’s 
Breakfast with the Bench program, pre-
sented by the Virginia State Bar Conference 
of Local Bar Associations.  The Breakfast 
with the Bench program is entering its 
eighth year and continues to bring together 
new and experienced lawyers with jurists 
from all of our local courts for an informal 
discussion of issues of interest to lawyers 
beginning their careers. Please watch up-
coming Bar Bulletins and your email for 
the next Breakfast with the Bench.

The YLS remains committed to pro-
viding opportunities for young lawyers 
to give back to the community.  We are 
working with the local charity, ForKids, 

to schedule a number of events through-
out the coming year to support them in 
their mission to help homeless families 
improve their situations.  ForKids offers a 
number of programs that provide housing, 
educational assistance and other resources 
to homeless families in our community – 
all with a focus on the children in those 
families.  The Committee is excited to begin 
its relationship with ForKids and to offer 
opportunities to the Bar at-large to become 
involved in their work.

Lastly, I would like to thank Wes Simon 
and my other recent predecessors with 
whom I have served for their efforts in 
building the YLS into what it is today. I am 
grateful to our energetic and generous YLS 
steering committee members for their past 
and future contributions to the Bar and look 
forward to working with them this coming 
year. I welcome and encourage anyone 
interested in joining the YLS committee to 
please contact me at jeb@emdomain.com.  

We look forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming events!

Joshua Baker
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(Announcements continued)

Immigration Law Group

Arthur Serratelli, Chair

Mara S. Mijal

Trey R. Kelleter  

Contact:
757-446-8697

aserratelli@vanblk.com
mmijal@vanblk.com

tkelleter@vanblk.com

101 W. Main Street, Suite 500

Norfolk, VA 23510

707 East Main Street, Suite 1700

Richmond, VA  23219

Our Immigration Law Group regularly
handles the full range of immigration services
– from visas and green cards to citizenship
and deportation defense in immigration court. 

We understand the immigration consequences
of criminal convictions. In addition to providing
consultation services, we welcome referrals
and co-counsel relationships.

• Criminal Consequences
• Deportation Defense
• Visas
• Green Cards
• Citizenship

IMMIGRAT IONIMMIGRAT ION

use planning and permits, and traditional 
urban developments. He represents owners 
and developers in the acquisition of land 
development, leasing and financing of nu-
merous shopping centers and multifamily 
housing projects, as well as hotels and tra-
ditional neighborhoods. Gordon is a fellow 
of the Virginia Law Foundation, the Ameri-
can Bar Foundation and the American Col-
lege of Real Estate Lawyers. He is a member 
of the Virginia Bar Association, NPBA and 
is a past chairman of the Virginia State Bar 
Real Property Section Board of Governors. 
He is listed in the Best Lawyers in America 
and Virginia Business magazine’s “Legal 
Elite.” He’s been named a “Super Lawyer” 
for Real Estate by Virginia Super Lawyers 
magazine. His community and civic orga-
nization involvements include ForKids, 
Norfolk Sports Club and its scholarship 
foundation, the Virginia Arts Festival and 
the TOWN Foundation. Gordon received a 
law degree from the University of Virginia 
School of Law. He also earned a bachelor of 
arts degree in economics from U.Va.

  

OFFICE SPACE
Office space available immediately for law-
yer with existing practice or new practice
* Adjacent to personal injury office (with 

potential for referrals))
*  Separate entrance and reception area
*  Alarm system, utilities
*  Ample parking
*  Copier and internet access with the 

use of a phone system and conference 
room

*  Located in the heart of Kempsville 
–convenient to courts, retail & restau-
rants

Schafer Law Group/Contact us at 490-
7500.

  
 

OFFICE SHARE
Professional Office share opportunity avail-
able with established law firm with a real 
estate/business transaction/estate planning 
practice in the sought after Ghent area of 
Norfolk.  Office share includes choice of 
one or two private office(s) and use of 
conference room, kitchen and lobby area.  

Terms: $750.00 per month for single office 
or $1,100.00 per month for both offices.  
For more information contact Michael B. 
Hamar, 622-2008; mike@hamarlaw.com 
or http://www.hamarlaw.com.  Michael 
B. Hamar, P.C., is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, religion, sex, marital 
status, national origin, age, sexual orienta-
tion, or disability.

  

ASSISTANT CITy ATTORNEy
CITy OF SuFFOLk

Position advises City Council, Depart-
ments, and boards and commissions on 
various legal matters.  Must be an active 
member of the Virginia State Bar in good 
standing and have at least 2 years experi-
ence in litigation or municipal law.  To 
view full job description and to apply, visit 
www.suffolk.va.us or call 514-4110. Sal-
ary:  $57-877 - $110,398 DOQ.  Open until 
filled.  EOE 

  

CLASSIFIED ADS



JIM LEWIS
and his firm welcome forming a co-counsel relationship

with you for serious injury, wrongful death and malpractice cases.

460-7776
Shapiro, Cooper, Lewis & Appleton, P.C.

“All We Do Is Injury Law”

At the 2011 Annual Meeting of the
Norfolk Portsmouth Bar Association, the
Norfolk Portsmouth Bar Association
Foundation awarded scholarships to two
local students. Brooks Mears, a student
at Nansemond-Suffolk Academy was
awarded a $2,500 scholarship and Kevin
Radford of Maury High School won a $1,000
scholarship. Both Brooks and Kevin will be
attending the University of Virginia next
year.  For those of you who attended the
meeting you had a chance to meet Brooks
and his parents and heard of his impressive
accomplishments.  Kevin was unable to at-
tend, as he was on the mound for Maury
trying to win the Eastern Region High
School Championship and advance to the
Virginia state tournament.

We are pleased to announce that we had
twenty-three entries in this year’s contest,
which is a record number for the Founda-
tion. The students entering the contest
came from all over South Hampton Roads.

This year’s judges were Retired Judge
Richard S. Bray of the Court of Appeals

NPBA FOUNDATION NEWS

By Robert V. Timms, Jr. • President, NPBA Foundation

 of Virginia, Judge
Jerrauld C. Jones, of
the Norfolk Circuit
Court and Judge
John W. Brown of the
Chesapeake Circuit
Court.  We would like
to thank them again
for all of their hard
work in making this year’s contest a success.

The Foundation needs your help to con-
tinue our support of programs like the one
listed above.  In addition to giving annu-
ally to the Foundation, I urge you to con-
sider becoming a Fellow of the Foundation.
The Fellows initiative is divided among vari-
ous levels of giving. Each level requires a
specific pledge that may be satisfied in an-
nual payments. Also, the Foundation estab-
lished a permanent endowment fund with
the Hampton Roads Community Founda-
tion (“HRCF”).  You can now make a dona-
tion to the HRCF and designate the Foun-
dation as the beneficiary of the gift, or re-
member the Foundation as part of your

estate plan.  The income from the corpus
of the gifts made to the HRCF will be used
by the Foundation to support and expand
its programs.

For more information on how you can
be part of the Foundation, please contact
Robert V. Timms, Jr. at 486-7055 or
rtimms@inmanstrickler.com.
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COURT NEWS
The Mandatory District Court Judges
Conference is scheduled for August 8-9,
2011. The Norfolk Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court will have one
court available for arraignments and emer-
gency cases only on these dates.

The Honorable Michelle J. Atkins has been
elected Chief Judge of the Norfolk Juvenile
and Domestic Relations District Court for
a two-year term effective July 1, 2011.

� � �

Bob Timms
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(President’s Message continued)

Other studies and surveys in recent years have shown similar results. For example a 2003 
report by the Campaign for the Civic Mission of Schools, a coalition of organizations that 
includes the American Bar Association, found that students are “less interested in public or 
political issues than were previous generations, and they exhibit gaps in their knowledge of 
fundamental democratic principles and processes.” 

If, as these assessments and studies seem to indicate, civic education is not receiving the 
attention it deserves and the younger generation is not being adequately prepared for the 
responsibilities of citizenship, then I think the question we have to ask is this: What is the 
proper role of the Bar in the education of our citizens, and in particular the younger members 
of our society, to ensure that they will have the knowledge and skills necessary to fully, and 
intelligently, participate in our democratic system of government? 

I think there are at least two ways in which we, as members of the Bar, can play a sig-
nificant role: 

First, we should encourage our state and local leaders to fully support a rigorous and com-
prehensive program of instruction in civic education for all students, beginning in the earliest 
grades and extending through high school. A review of Virginia’s Standards of Learning for 
history and social science indicates that the Commonwealth is committed to such a compre-
hensive and rigorous program. There has of course been much debate in recent years about 
the Standards of Learning, as to both content and methodology, and whether other approaches 
to teaching might be more effective. There are compelling arguments on both sides of this issue 
and the debate will no doubt continue. But regardless of the teaching methodology ultimately 
chosen, our students must come away from the experience with a thorough understanding of 
our system of government and the rights and obligations of citizenship. 

Second, we must be willing to volunteer our time and talent and become active participants 
in the educational process. By virtue of our training and professional experiences, we are in 
a unique position to provide students with real insight into how our system of government 
actually works and the important role that the rule of law plays in the preservation of our 
liberty. There currently exist a number of excellent programs in which members of the Bar 
are making a real difference. 

One such program is the Virginia Bar Association’s Rule of Law Project. The goal of this 
program is to “inspire middle school students to become active and engaged citizens.” Local 
bar associations match volunteer lawyers and judges with teachers to lead classroom discus-
sions about the rule of law. Another program is the Virginia Rules program, established by the 
Attorney General’s Office, and implemented in Norfolk with the assistance of the Office of the 
Norfolk Commonwealth’s Attorney. The goal of this program is to educate teenagers about the 
laws in Virginia through lesson plans on a variety of subjects. Additionally, the Norfolk and 
Portsmouth Bar Association sponsors a Mock Trial program in which thirty or so members of 
the NPBA teach basic trial skills to students from the Norfolk Public School system. Students 
meet weekly with volunteer lawyers, who instruct them in the various aspects of trial practice, 
culminating in mock trials pitting the prosecution team from one school against the defense 
team from another school. 

The Rule of Law Project, the Virginia Rules program, and the NPBA Mock Trial program 
are but three examples of the way in which members of the Bar are making significant con-
tributions toward the goal of producing educated and responsible citizens. These and similar 
programs deserve our strong support.  

To be sure, our democracy is not in danger of imminent demise; we have to be careful 
not to overstate the problem. But if Jefferson was right that freedom and liberty require an 
educated citizenry, then these recent educational assessments should serve as a warning that 
there is serious work to be done. We might do well to remember the words of another lawyer, 
Marcus Tullius Cicero, spoken some two thousand years ago: “What greater or better gift can 
we offer the republic than to teach and instruct our youth?”
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NPBA Members Who Participated 
in Virginia Rules 

John Bredehoft
Sherri Carr

John Coggeshall
Darius Davenport

Brian Ellis
Andrew Fox

Patrick Garry
Todd Gaynor

Arlene Klinedinst
Dave Lannetti
Jay Lassiter
Clare Lora

Leslee Nicholas
Steve Owen

Michele Peters
Jim Pickrell
Cara Purvis
Peter Reeves

Greg Underwood
Rachel VanHorn

Dan Warman
Cher Wynkoop

No, it’s not the state’s new motto; Virginia 
is still for lovers. But, if Norfolk Common-
wealth’s Attorney Greg Underwood has his 
way, we will all fall in love with Virginia 
Rules.

Virginia Rules is an educational pro-
gram established by the Virginia Attorney 
General’s Office and implemented in Nor-
folk with the guidance of the Norfolk Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s Office.  The goal 
of the program, through 19 lesson plans, 
is to teach teenagers the laws of the Com-
monwealth, focusing on how they apply to 
their everyday lives.  Educators, parents, 
and teens themselves can use Virginia 
Rules to learn about everything from how a 
courtroom operates to gang violence.  The 
lessons are designed to be user friendly for 
people from all walks of life.

Introduction to Laws in Virginia is the 
lesson more than 1300 8th grade students 
at various Norfolk schools learned  June 
6-15, thanks to the experts – nearly 3 dozen 
local criminal justice and public safety pro-
fessionals, many of whom are NPBA mem-
bers.  Each participating prosecutor, public 
defender, private attorney, city attorney, 
police officer, sheriff’s deputy, and represen-
tatives with the Community Services Board 
and Norfolk Detention Home taught the 
lesson by using a PowerPoint presentation 
and sharing on-the-job experiences.  

Underwood strongly believes citizen 
involvement is an integral part of criminal 
prosecution.  “Often our work is dependent 
upon on people coming forward and pro-
viding information about what they saw or 
heard,” said Underwood. 

The Office’s high volume caseload is 
what led Underwood in partnership with 
Norfolk’s Juvenile Justice Collaborative 
to accept a $14,000 grant from the E.C. 
Wareheim Foundation.  The grant funds a 
part-time employee to organize and over-
see the execution of opportunities for the 
teaching of the many lessons of Virginia 

Debraca Arrington 

M. Andy Boran
Taylor & Walker, P.C.  

Brian A. Boys
Oast & Hook, P.C.  

Joyvan L. Malbon
Bullock & Cooper, P.C. 

Betty Russo  

Mark Slaughter
Willcox & Savage, P.C.

Welcome NeW members

  

Virginia rules

Rules in Norfolk.  “Since criminal prosecu-
tion keeps us more than busy and is our 
state law responsibility, having another 
professional help us carry out this impor-
tant community work is certainly a benefit 
to the City,” Underwood said.  

If you are interested in teaching Vir-
ginia Rules, contact the Juvenile Justice 
Collaborative and Virginia Rules Coordina-
tor, Sharon Jaroncyzk, via email at sharon.
jaronczyk@djj.virginia.gov.  To learn more 
about Virginia Rules, visit http://www.vir-
giniarules.com.

CLE
seasoN TickeT early!

NPBA CLE Season Tickets are now on sale, 
and the start of the new line-up of CLE 
programs is right around the corner.  So, 
hurry up and buy your CLE Season Ticket 
now before you miss out on any of the 
many quality programs. The CLE Season 
Ticket is an unbeatable value that grants 
you admission to any and all NPBA CLE 
offerings until April 30, 2012 (excluding 
the Bench/Bar Conference).  The cost of 
just three individual CLE programs can 
easily surpass the low $200 cost of the 
CLE Season Ticket, and you still wouldn’t 
have enough credits to fulfill your annual 
CLE credits requirement. But with the 
CLE Season Ticket, you can easily fulfill 
your annual requirement and even build 
up plenty of extra credits to carry over to 
next year.  Where else are you going to get 
interactive CLE programs presented by 
knowledgeable local practitioners, judges 
and other experts covering many relevant 
topics and issues for one affordable all-
inclusive price?  Sign-up for your NPBA 
Season Ticket Today!

Mediation as an
Alternative to Litgation 

2 CLE Credits (Ethics) 
Wednesday, October 12, 2011 

 
Government Contracts 

3 CLE Credits 
Thursday, October 13, 2011 

 
Medical Malpractice 

3 CLE Credits 
Wednesday, October 19, 2011

Family Law 
3 CLE Credits 

Monday, October 24, 2011 
 

Contract Terms
in the Courtroom 

3 CLE Credits 
Wednesday, October 26, 2011

GeT your



Stephen Zack, the current president of the American Bar Association, 
and the first Hispanic-American to hold that office, understands perhaps 
better than anyone the importance of an educated and fully engaged 
citizenry to the preservation of liberty and the rule of law. At the age of 
14, he fled with his family from the tyranny of Castro’s Cuba, leaving 
virtually everything behind.  “The loss of liberty is not theoretical,” he 
said recently. “When you have to leave your home, it’s real.” 

Upon becoming president of the ABA in October of 2010, he announced 
four initiatives for his presidential term, one of which was “the need 
for increased civic education in our schools and for all Americans.” To 
that end he formed The Commission on Civic Education in the Nation’s

Schools, with retired U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor acting as a commission 
advisor. Their concern about the state of civic education in the United States—a concern shared by 
leaders and educators across the nation— is the result of a number of recent studies indicating, in 
the words of Justice O’Connor,“ a very disturbing lack of basic knowledge of our system of govern-
ment and how and why citizens must be engaged.” 

In early May of this year, the 2010 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) civics 
assessment, a part of what is often referred to as the “Nation’s Report Card,” was released to the 
public. The third such assessment in the past twelve years, it is designed to measure how well 
fourth, eighth, and twelfth graders are learning the “knowledge and skills of democratic citizenship 
and government.” The results of this assessment, like those of its two predecessors, were less than 
encouraging. According to the report, 73% of fourth graders, 78% of eighth graders, and 76% of 
twelfth graders performed below the Proficient level for their respective grades. Only 2% of fourth 
graders, 1% of eighth graders, and 4% of twelfth graders performed at the Advanced level. 

Equally disturbing were the results of a study released earlier this year by the Thomas B. Ford-
ham Institute, a Washington, D.C. based educational think tank. This study ranked 49 of the 50 
states, along with the District of Columbia, on their standards for the teaching of U.S. history. Nine 
states received a grade of A- or B. Twenty-eight states received a grade of D or F. South Carolina 
was the only state to receive an A. Virginia received a grade of C, a rather disappointing grade for 
the state that is often referred to as the “Mother of Presidents.” 
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u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s 

Nathaniel Beaman IV

Summer Social
Thursday, July 28, 2011
Willcox & Savage, P.C.

440 Monticello Avenue, Suite 2200

Luncheon 
Thursday, September 22, 2011, 11:45 AM 

Hits at the Park, Harbor Park 
Speaker:  Brian T. Goldstein, Esq. 

 

Arbitrating Disputes 
3 CLE Credits 

Thursday, September 22, 2011, 1:30 - 4:30 PM 
 

Social Networking: Opportunities and Risks 
2 CLE Ethics Credits

Wednesday, September 28, 2011, 1:00 - 3:00 PM 

Luncheon 
Thursday, October 20, 2011, 11:45 AM 

Speaker:  Norfolk City Manager Marcus Jones
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SMITH PLUMBING SERVICES
 All Plumbing Repairs • Sewer & Drains 

  Fixture Replacement • Water Heaters • Backflow Testing
Bath & Kitchen Remodeling • 24 Hr Emergency Service

Quality Professional Service At Affordable Prices

Cell: 757-409-5491         Owner: Bobby Smith  

7.5 x 4.75 / bar association

When your clients have 
questions about philanthropic 
bequests...have the answers 

at your fingertips.
Become an instant expert... 

with our free, informative, and inspiring booklet. 
Order your copy (or copies) today.

bequests@hamptonroadscf.org

101 W. Main Street u  Suite 4500 u  Norfolk, VA 23510 u  (757) 622-7951 u  www.leaveabequest.org


